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January 15, 2017    John 1:29-34 

 

29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after 

me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I 

came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” 

 

32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and 

remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water 

told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize 

with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” 

 

I noticed on a billboard off of highway 75 that Mike Tyson is coming to the casino to talk about his 

infamous life.  Even though the guy scares me, I’m sure he has some interesting stories and it might be 

pretty interesting to listen to, but I don’t know that I would take the time and money to actually go.  In 

today’s text John the Baptist was the main attraction.  It was free, but it was in the wild.  There were no 

reclining seats and no three course meals.   What made him such an attraction?  I’m sure some were 

going just because everyone else was going.  But we also learn that people were coming to hear him 

preach, and he was no Joel Osteen.   They were genuinely coming to be baptized for the forgiveness of 

sins, in preparation for the Messiah to come.  I find that to be miraculous in and of itself.   

 

All glory to God!  God set the table for John in an interesting way.   Remember, his mother Elizabeth 

was well beyond child bearing years.  An angel came to Zechariah while he was offering incense in the 

temple and told him that Elizabeth was going to miraculously give birth to a child at her old age.  When 

Zechariah questioned the authenticity of the message he was struck with an inability to speak until John 

was born.  When John was finally born and Zechariah’s tongue was loosed, the countryside must have 

been buzzing with the news.  I can only imagine where it went from there and how his fame would 

have spread.  When I get to heaven I’d like to find out.  When did he go into the desert?  How was he 

raised?  We don’t know.  All we know is that thirty years later he burst on the scene as he started 

baptizing people on the other side of the Jordan. 

 

It naturally raised red flags among the religious authorities of his day.   Who gave him the authority to 

do this?  What was the purpose of his baptism?  Had anything like this ever been done before?  There 

were ceremonial washings that were done throughout the history of Israel when a woman gave birth or 

someone came into contact with a dead body or somehow became unclean.  Washing was a part of 

their theology and practice.  The Psalms prayed that God would “wash me thoroughly from my 

iniquity.”  (Psalm 51)  Ezekiel then foreshadowed how when the day of restoration would come that 

the Lord would “sprinkle water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleanness.” 

(chapter 36)   Zechariah also said in chapters 13 and 14 that “On that day living waters shall flow out 

from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western sea; and the Lord 

will become King over all the earth.”  So when John came baptizing with water, they may have been 
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thinking that this was in fulfillment to the prophecies of the last days.   The priests and Levites came to 

ask him who he was and why he was doing what he was doing.   

 

John always said it wasn’t about him.  He was doing all of this to simply point the people to the 

Messiah who had come.   He said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was 

before me.’ I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he 

might be revealed to Israel.”  Do you understand what John was saying there?  A man who comes 

after me - who was born after him - who was younger than him - would surpass him.  He would be 

greater than John and do much greater things than John, even though John was well known throughout 

the land.  He would more well known and more honored.  Why?  Because he was before John.  How 

could He be before John if He was younger than John?  Well, He had to exist prior to taking on flesh.  

We know what John is saying.  John was saying that Jesus was God from eternity who took on flesh.  

So John’s purpose was to point the world to Christ - who had come to this world to save the world.  

The way he did this was through baptism.   

 

Imagine coming out to John and seeing him there in his camel’s hair.  He would have looked like a 

wild man, a Bear Grylls on steroids without all of the protective gear and gadgets.  I would have 

envisioned him to have a fire in his eyes as he said, “The axe is at the root of the trees!  God is getting 

ready to chop it down!  If you don’t repent, you too will be cut down!  Repent!”  We tend to jokingly 

laugh about such preachers as the “fire and brimstone” type.  Yet the message still stands and we 

shouldn’t laugh it off.  We too need to repent.  Even as Christians, even more so, we need to take our 

sin seriously, much more seriously than we do.   We still need the Messiah’s mercy and forgiveness.  

John offered that way, through baptism.  They could have their sins washed away in preparation to 

meet the Messiah.   

 

John baptized on the eastern side of the Jordan.  This was the same area through which the Israelites 

originally entered the Promised Land when God parted the river at the feet of the priests who were 

holding the Ark of the Covenant.  Now, through the baptism of John and the new covenant, a new 

Priest was coming who would signal and bring about the miraculous entry into the Promised Land of 

heaven.  Perhaps John was purposely using the same setting to show that through this baptism they 

were being put on a new path to their eternal home.  The old ways were past.  The new had come.  The 

shadows were breaking way to the fulfillment.  All of this could be theirs through the Messiah to come.   

 

Finally, after all of John’s preaching, the Messiah came and the people could see it loud and clear.  The 

Father spoke from above in approval of His Son.  The Holy Spirit came down in the form of a dove and 

landed on Jesus.   John said that this would be a sign from God that Jesus truly was the Messiah.  There 

could be no mistaking it.  Even though John had known that Jesus was said to be the Holy One of 

Israel, this sign from God made it clear.  This was the ultimate reason why John was baptizing people - 

to point them to Jesus and give them Jesus.  The reason I came baptizing with water was that he 

might be revealed to Israel. 
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Isn’t this a reason why we baptize as well?  What are we saying to those who come to our baptism?  

We say it loud and clear.  We are born in sin, under the control of Satan.  We need our sins washed 

away.  Even infants need this washing, for they are born and conceived in sin.  They and we need to be 

taken into God’s family and rescued.   

 

Yet baptism is more than just a statement.  Baptism is not a mere rite where we pour some water on a 

child in a purely symbolic way.  It is not an empty ritual.  Baptism is done because of a powerful 

promise of God that sins are washed away.    

● Paul asks in Romans chapter 6, “don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism 

into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 

Father, we too may live a new life.  Note how He says that we are baptized into Jesus’ death in 

our baptized into Christ.   Something powerful is done for us through baptism.   

● Note also how Peter said in Acts 2, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name 

of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom 

the Lord our God will call.”  Someone powerful is given to us through baptism.  The same 

Holy Spirit that landed on Jesus is also given to the baptized.  He opens the heart and the mind 

to believe in Jesus as Savior.   We want people to know of the hidden miracles that God 

promises to give.  It is no different than John’s in many senses.  Our means are the same.  Our 

words are the same.  Our intention is the same.  God’s promise is the same.  It is to give people 

Jesus and reveal Him to them.   

 

After John had witnessed this wonderful miracle of the Holy Spirit landing on Jesus and the Father also 

speaking from heaven, Jesus immediately entered into the desert for 40 days to fight against Satan and 

his temptations.  John had not seen him since then.  When we read this text, it would seem to be the 

first time John had the opportunity to let the people know and see who Jesus was.  When Jesus came 

walking back to the place where John had baptized him, John shouted out, “Look, the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world!   

 

Isn’t this an amazing thing if you think about it?  Jesus, being God in the flesh, was so normal looking 

in the eyes of humanity that John had to point the people’s eyes to Him and say “Look, there He is!”   

It reminds me of when a well known and well paid violinist went to a suburb and played there for 

people walking by.  Most walked by without a glance and without a coin.  They were too busy to stop 

and listen to the music, no matter how beautiful it was.  How many people listen to Handel’s Messiah 

every Christmas and never actually think about the powerful words that they speak of God taking on 

flesh?  John’s words call us to stop and look at Jesus and see who He is.   

 

He is not just a prophet.  He is not just a good teacher.  He called Jesus the Lamb of God.  Think about 

that for a minute.  If you put yourself in the mindset of the common day Jew, they were always 

thinking King, King and King.  The Wise Men asked, “Where is the one who was to be born KING 
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of the Jews?”  This was the popular and most beloved concept of the Messiah.  They wanted a Lion 

King, not a Lamb King.  The Priest idea - the sacrificial idea - it wasn’t spoken of.  Yet it was there 

throughout their sacrifices.  It was clearly portrayed in Isaiah 53 which referred to Him as a “Lamb led 

to the slaughter.”  It was shown in the final plague, when the lamb’s blood needed to be put on the 

doorpost for the Israelites to escape from the wrath of the angel of death.  John was trying to open their 

eyes to the type of Messiah they really needed as sinners who were about to face judgment.  

Throughout Epiphany, as we watch Jesus do miraculous and powerful things and Godly things, we 

need to keep our eyes focused on what He ultimately came to do - to die.  When you read the word and 

you seek Jesus and ask Him for strength and power and miracles, don’t forget what you really need - 

you need the Lamb’s forgiveness most of all. 

 

Here’s more news.  Jesus didn’t just come to save the Jews.  He came to save the world.  Isaiah said 

just saving the Jews would be, “too small a thing.”  I think about that phrase and the magnitude of that 

truth.  In the movie “Schindler’s List” it talks about a true life person named Oskar Schindler, a 

German businessman who used all of his riches to help save more than a thousand Polish-Jewish 

refugees from the concentration camps and death of the Holocaust.  Wouldn’t it be a powerful thing for 

one man to save a whole race of people?  But God said that’s not enough.  “I’m going to have my 

Lamb pay for the sins of the world!”  Jesus went to the cross to die for the sins of the world.   

 

World is a big term.  It’s a huge term.  We like the more personal terms.  We like to be our own unique 

individuals.  People like to say, “I have a personal relationship with God.”  But that term - world - it 

can also give you great comfort.  It includes you, you can’t deny it.  No matter how rotten you’ve been, 

no matter what kind of sins you’ve committed, you never have to wonder if they were really paid for 

by Jesus.  Sometimes we need to remember that, because there are some who are so hard on themselves 

that they only think about the most rotten things they’ve done - and they convince themselves, “Jesus 

just couldn’t have me.”   But this all inclusive term - world - it includes you too - no matter how you 

match up to your siblings or your parents or yourself or especially your God - Jesus died for you too.    

 

Look.  It’s such a simple thing.  Open your eyes and look.  See who John has pointed you to.  It is 

Jesus. He’s right here in front of you.  God didn’t want to keep Jesus a secret.  He didn’t come in the 

cover of night for only a few to be rescued.  His rescue mission was out in the open.  God announced it 

to the world in His baptism.  “This is the One.”  We spend our time watching a lot of garbage on TV, 

hours and hours on imaginary stories with zombies and drama and robots and space ships.  We like to 

listen to comedians and hear the salacious stories of celebrities like Mike Tyson.  But the Holy Spirit 

brings you here to look at someone different, someone real, someone holy, someone divine, someone 

who saves.   Epiphany opens our eyes to who this Jesus is.  He is more than a man.  He is God.  He 

came to save the world.  Open your own eyes and see what a Savior you have.  Look.  Open your 

mouth to tell those who are blindly living in darkness to see Jesus and truly live.  Amen.   


